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The  private  certificated pilot departed a remote village on a VFR cross-country flight along the Yukon River.  As the flight progressed,
the  pilot  said  he  encountered  fog,  and  descended  to  maintain visual contact with the ground.  The airplane suddenly collided with
snow-covered  terrain,  and received damage to the wings, fuselage, and landing gear.  Weather conditions in the area were reported as 100
feet overcast, and the visibility was 1.25 statute miles.
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  pilot's  continued  VFR  flight  into  instrument  meteorological  conditions, and subsequent in-flight collision with terrain during
descent.  Factors in the accident were the presence of fog, and snow-covered terrain.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT ENCOUNTER WITH WEATHER
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (F) WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
     2.  (C) VFR FLIGHT INTO IMC - CONTINUED - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT

Findings
     3.  (F) TERRAIN CONDITION - SNOW COVERED

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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